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PLANT NOTESFROMILLINOIS

(iLEN S. AA'lXTEKKlXGER

Several ])lant s])ecies of western United States have nmde their

way into Illinois and have apj)arently become established, e.g.,

Froelichia gracilis (Hook.) Moq., Callirhoe involucrata (T. &
G.) A. Gray, Salvia pitcheri Torr., Salvia refte.ra Hornem. and

several others. The newest arrival is Phlox gracilis (Hook.)

Greene which according to "William A. Weber is, "a common bnt

inconspicuous weedy annual of the mesas and foothills". Such

a habitat sounds strange when applied to plants collected in

Illinois for this little weed was found in mid-May growing along

the shoulder of a main highway west of Niantic in Macon County.

It seems likely to the writer that this small weedy annual may
have grown in the area for some time and has been overlooked.

It would be interesting to know how the plant actually arrived

in the Illinois area. In these days of sui^erhighways and trans-

continental travel it is not surprising that seeds or even plants

are transi)orted from one corner of the continent to another.

A\'hat may be more important is the ability of a sjK'cies, even a

weed, to adapt itself in this new locality. Continued observations

of this weedy Phlox will be made during subse(|uent growing

seasons. Collection data. Macon Co.: Alay 12, 1957, shoulder

of Highway No. 36, 21/. mi. W. of Niantic, G. S. Winterringer

14003. Another collection same locality May 16, 1957, G. S.

Winterringer I4OOI, I4OO2. Specimens are in herbaria of the

following: Illinois State Museum, Illinois Natural History Sur-

vey, and the I'nivei'sity of Colorado.

The following items arc listed either (a) they are new for the

state or (bl they are very infre(iuently collected plants in Illinois.

The writer ex])resses thanks to R. T. Rexroat of Mrginia, Illinois,

for his contribution (»f excellent botanical si)ecimens.

Si'ix'n:s Ni;w ro thk State

ScLEHiA HETtn LAitis Miclix. Cass Co.: east of lieanlstown. Se]it. 14.

]'.>ri(i, in sand at edfre of ])eaty sand hole, /?. T. Rexroat .L'^-iS. Specimen

verified by Earl T. Core. In August, 1957, Rexroat rej)ortcd an

abundance of this speeies in the same area.

Falcaria sioiDE.s (Wil)el ) Aschers. Schuyler Co.: 2 mi. W. of

Frederick, June 2S, J 1)55, moist soil, R. T. Rexroat ISUO. Verified by
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Mildred E. Mathi;is. This spoci(\'^ was not recently observed in tlie

same area.

IXKKKQIKNILV ('oM.KCI'Kl) I'l-ANTS

Aristida dksman ruA Trin. it Hnpr. Morgan Co.: Oct. 12, ID.W, K. of

Meredosia; dry and .sand\-, R. T. Rcxront .>.'7/6\ 3')17. Cass Co.: Sept.

14, 1056, E. of Boardstown; sand, U. T. Rcxnmt 3434, 3435. Mason

Co.: Oct. 9, 1955, W. of Saidora, sand, R. T. Rcxront, 2426, 2403,

2427, 242s. Oct. IS, 1954, with no definito county locality, dry sand,

not conunon, R. T. Rcxront 12f>4- '^'Ik" Mason Co. specimens verified

by Jason R. Swallen. Originally collected in Illinois by M. S. Bebb

in 1861. Since that time it was collected by V. H. Chase in 1929 and

by H. E. Ahles in 1950. The Morgan and Cass County locations are new.

EcHiNODORUs PARVULUs Engelui. Cass Co.: Aug. 13, 1957, E. of

Beardstown, moist i^eaty sand, R. T. Rexroat 4150, 4151, 4152. The

collector rei)orted numerous plants of this si)ecies in the area. Previous

Cass and Mason Covuity records are indefinite. A collection was made
in St. Clair County in 1892.

ZiZANiA AQUATICA L. Masou Co.: Aug. 19, 1956, S. of Havana; in

shallow sjiring water, R. T. Rexroat 3225. 3226. The reason for report-

ing the.-:e collections is the a])i)arently unusual length of the culms wliich,

according to the collector, were from 11 to 13 ft. in length. Leaves,

near the upjier part of the culm, 2 in. wide and wider on the lower part.

Tradescantia bracteata Small. Mason Co.: May 31, 1953, SW. ])art

of the county, in sand and sim, fls. blue, R. T. Rexroat 1S2. and same

date, fls. rose, R. T. Rexroat 763.

Trillh'M recvrv.\tum, forma shayi Palmer it Steyerm. Cass Co.:

May 14, 1953, NE. of Virginia in woods, R. T. Rexroat 85.

Iris brevicaulis Raf. Morgan Co.: June 15, 1955, 10 mi. NW. of

Jacksonville, wooded clay hillside, R. T. Rexroat. 2008. Cass Co.: June

(), 1955, NE. of Virginia, clayey woods, R. T. Rexroat 2001. Same
locality June 8, 1955, R. T. Rexroat 2002. 2003, 2OO4. Same locality

July 22, 1955, R. T. Rexroat 2005. 2006. 2007 (with capsules).

RuBVs h.\ci.M.vns Willd. Mason Co.: July 14, 1957, E. of Bath,

cm a .«mall sand dune with wild i)Iuin, R. T. Rexroat 3,981, 3082.

RiBUs PHOEXH'oi.Asns Maxim. .Morg.in Co.; May 31, 1!)5(), 5 mi.

SE. of Meredosia, R. T. Rexroat 2735. June 14, 1955. W. of Arenzville,

R. T. Rexroat 1776. 1777. This introduced Rubus h;is been regarded

previously as not established in Illinois. .\t the Arenzville localit>- th(^

l)lants were abundant and thoroughly establislKnl o\(T a considerable

area.

Lotus coHNirt'LAns L. Cass Co.: ,I\me 4. 1953, sand, R. T. Rexroat

201. July 17, 1953, fence row in full sun, R. T. Rexroat 38.). Mason

Co.: July 8, 1956, 5 mi. S. of Havana, dr\-, ])eaty sand, R. T. Rexroat

2988. Brown Co.: August 30, 1956, X. of Coojjerstown, day hillside,

R. r. Rexroat 3344.
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Callirhok iNvoLicRATA (T. t<: (1.) A. Graw Schuyler Co.: July 25,

1950, N. of Browning, clay; roarlsido, stems trailing 2-3 ft., R. T.

Rexroat 3090, 3100.

EcHiUM VULGAKE L. Schuylor Co.: June 28, 1955, 3 mi. S.W. of

Frederick, clay hillside in pasture, R. T. Rexroat 1807, 1808, 1809. A
few plants were observed in July 1957.

Tkichostema dichotomum L. Cass Co.: Sept. 17, 1953, no definite

locality, moist sand, R. T. Rexroat 684- Aug. 19, 1954, peaty sand, dry

or moist, R. T. Rexroat 13o8. 1102. Sept. 8, 1955, 4 mi. E. of Beards-

town, in peaty sand, R. T. Rexroat 2285, 2286. In these Cass County
localities this species was abundant.

Salvia prrcHEUi Torr. Cass Co.: Sept. 11, 1954, near Virginia, dry

soil, full .<un. R. T. Rexroat 1359. Sept. 11, 1954, along R. R. tracks

in full sun, perennial with several stems, R. T. Rexroat 1188. Sept.

10, 1954, R. R. tracks in full sun, R. T. Rexroat 1189. Sept. 23, 1955,

near Virginia, dry clay soil, R. T. Rexroat 2372, 2371, 2370. Plants

of the areas cited above have been destroyed but specimens transplanted

to Rexroat's garden were in good condition in July 1957.

Salvia heflkxa llornem. Woodford Co.: Aug. 6, 1957, 4 mi. S. of

El Paso in an old pastured area, (i. S. Winterringer 13818, 13819. The
abundance of this adventive western sage in this locality was surprising.

It was the dominant species over apj)roximately an acre.

Mentha alopecuroides Hull. Schuyler Co.: July 25, 1956, N. of

Browning, clay soil, spreads by .stolons, R. T. Rexroat 3102, 3103.

Specimens transplanted to Rexroat's garden in 1956 are now thriving.

MiMULUs GEYERi Torr. Mason Co.: May 13, 1956, 5 mi. S. of

Havana, growing in a spring-fed creek in an inch of water, forming a

dense mat, R. T. Rexroat 2612.

All specimens cited in this paper are deposited in the Illinois State

Museum Herbarium.

—

Illinois st.4te museum, Springfield, Illinois.


